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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Banker's Boy is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

This classification is due to the book tending to promote and support the exploitation of 
young persons for sexual purposes in terms of s3(2) of the Films, Videos, Publications 
Classification Act 1993(FVPC Act). The book is a low priced work of fiction with its 
main purpose being the sexual arousal of it’s readers. The explicit text contains regular 
and pronounced emphasis on the youthfulness of males engaged in sexual activity 
with older men. This includes passages that describe the young men's youthful 
appearance, sexual inexperience, high school experiences, and deference to older 
men, all of which further accentuates their youthfulness. The constant attention given 
to the youthfulness of many of the participants creates the impression that sexual 
activity involving young persons is desirable. By giving emphasis to the concept of 
sexual relationships between youths and adult men the book attempts to validate this 
conduct. For these reasons the book tends to promote and support the exploitation of 
young persons for sexual purposes and is therefore deemed objectionable. 
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The criteria applied by the Office of Film and Literature Classification resulting in the 
limit on the availability of this publication are prescribed by law. For the reasons given 
above, this publication tends to promote and support an activity listed in s3(2) of the 
FVPC Act, thus deeming the publication objectionable. A classification of 
"objectionable" places a limit on the right to the freedom of expression as set out in s14 
of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. Flowever, in relation to this publication, the 
classification is considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed by law that can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
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